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FROM THE APOSTOLIC SEE OF MALANKARA
METROPOLITAN DRAFHEODOSIUS MAR THOMA
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and Members of all the Parishes under our authority.

Dearly beloved in Christ,

It is painful that the riots that started on 3" May, 2023 in Manipur, one of the north-eastern
states of India, are still going on. Hundreds have already lost their lives. Many are injured and
rendered homeless. Buildings were destroyed and churches, hospitals, and schools were set on fire.
Women became victims of humiliation and persecution. The sight of tens of thousands crying out
for survival in their homeland is heartbreaking. It is disturbing to see Christian congregations
worshiping on the side of the road and in the rain.

We need a culture that sees human beings as human beings and values life. What is
happening in Manipur is an unparalleled torture and violation of human rights. The government
should respect the fundamental rights of the citizens by ensuring protection to the victims. Mutual
trust and co-existence should be ensured by getting rid of indifference and intolerance. The judiciary
systems, central and state governments, and religious and political leaders need to think collectively
to end the human rights abuses in Manipur.

We express our deep sorrow about the situation in Manipur. Let us pray for the people of
Manipur who are going through pain and sorrow. As a Church, we have set apart 30" July 2023 as a
day for united prayer for Manipur. Special prayers should be arranged for Manipur during worship
in all our parishes on that day. The Mar Thoma Church and the Delhi Diocese have already been
involved in relief work through the N.C.C.I. There is an urgent need to participate as a Church in
the rehabilitation activities of the people of Manipur, focusing on activities such as children’s
education, reconstruction of homes, places of worship, theological seminaries, etc. Special
offertories or donations from parishes should be received and remitted to the Sabha Office by
30™ August, 2023. (Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church, A/c No. 10290100102768, Federal
Bank, Thiruvalla Branch, IFSC Code: FDRL0001029 (Or) Sabha Secretary, Mar Thoma Syrian
Church, A/c No. 0079053000000820, South Indian Bank, Thiruvalla Branch, IFSC Code:
SIBL0000079). Let us pray and work together as a Church for the growth of peace and unity in the
beautiful land of Manipur.

Grace be with you all.

Dated 22™ July 2023 from Poolatheen, Tiruvalla

Mw/‘
s

Dr. Theodosius Mar Thoma Metropolitan
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